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The Aged
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Syllabus Content for Groups in Context

The Aged 

	Students Learn About:
	Students Learn To:

	Identifying groups with specific needs

· Aged

Identifying the needs of specific groups in the community

Needs

· Access to services
· Education
· Employment
· Financial support
· Health
· Housing
· Security and safety
· Self-esteem
· Sense of identity
Researching community groups

Areas of study

· Legal and social definition of specific groups

· Identifying characteristics

· Specific needs

· conflict between group and community interests


	· identify special characteristics of each group in order to justify why each should be considered a unique entity

•
describe people who belong to different groups within society by:

–
identifying the needs of the people in these groups

–
evaluating the access of these groups to resources

· Classify specific needs and prioritise the significance of each to different groups

· hypothesis about ways of resolving conflict that might exist between the group’s needs and the expectations of the wider community


Legal and Social Definitions

Slides 2 & 3
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Activity 1:

After reviewing the legal and social definitions of the aged, write your own social definition for the aged

Characteristics of the Aged
Slide 4
Activity 2: 
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Identify the various characteristics of the aged
Specific Needs of the Aged
Slide 5

Activity 3:

Read the statements below and identify the need that is being described to best  match the statement:
[image: image8.emf]
	Need
	Statement

	
	The majority of aged people are retired or semi retired, volunteer work gives the aged a sense of belonging to the community

	
	As the majority of the aged are retired the provision of and access to pensions and seniors benefits such as low cost and discounted products are made for the aged

	
	Aged people were raised in a time when technology was non-existent. It is essential that they become involved and gain technology skills.

	
	Aged people may have increased health and mobility problems therefore needing the support and help of family members and community and government resources such as Meals on wheels and the Salvation Army: Aged care

	
	Members of the public especially the aged people need to feel that they are respected and valued members of the community causing them to feel isolated and depressed. 

	
	Greater risks for poor health and medical issues are evident in the aged, requiring, access to affordable health care and medication. Problem with eyesight is the most common health problem reported for the aged.

	
	Community groups, volunteer work, part-time work, social groups allow for independence and self-satisfaction for the aged.

	
	Access to low cost, supported housing such as nursing homes or family support or making modification to home is a great need for the aged.

	
	The aged population needs access to secure, safe housing and environments, as they are often targets of attacks.


Activity 4:

Identify 2 high priority needs for the aged and justify their importance

HSC Question

Slide 6
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Activity 5:

Read the HSC question and identify the possible conflict that may exist between the needs of the group and the expectations of the wider community

Activity 6:


Read the article below ‘ Elderly seen as ‘burden on society’ and outline 5 pieces of  information in the text that indicated that the Aged are a burden on society.

	Elderly seen as 'burden on society'

Some Australians still view older people as a burden on society. (ABC TV)

New research has found some Australians still see older people as a burden on society.

Deakin University researchers questioned 113 people about their views on the over-65s for a report commissioned by the Victorian aged care organisation Benetas.

The university's Associate Professor David Mellor says young people and baby boomers perceived older people as unproductive.

"While older people are seen as friendly and pleasant, ultimately, they're seen to be unproductive," he said.

"Now, that ties in with baby boomers talking about older people as having no ambition, or as being fragile and being a burden on society."

Professor Mellor says the research revealed a number of reasons why older people are not treated with respect.

"Things like the smaller family size, broken families, the pressure of time that affects people who are working, and the rise of technology," he said.

"All of those kind of factors were seen to be barriers to younger people giving respect or expressing respect to older people."

Response to article:

· CITIZEN:

02 Mar 2010 8:28:12am

Generally speaking, they drive, think, and walk too slow and expect everything for nothing as if the world owes them something. So yes, I agree they are a burden. Euthanasia should be legalised. Look at nursing homes for dementia patients, it's absurd to keep people like that alive given the quality, potential and productivity of their lives. They are just taking up room and valuable resources.

Source ABC TV 02/03/2010 ABC


Activity 7:

Complete the following table to suggest different ways conflict could be resolved between the group and the wider community

	Conflict
	Ways of Resolving Conflict

	The aged are a burden on society

· Others see all elderly people as an increasing burden on society because they are unproductive, increasingly frail, and vulnerable with their decreasing ability to perform activities of daily living, and frequently poor mobility. They are in constant need of health care, which can be expensive.
	

	Recognition of the aged as a vital part of the community

· Conflict exists between the youth and the aged, in that there is little respect shown by the youth to the group. The group is often seen as being unimportant and useless; although they have more time due to unemployment, therefore they participate in charity work, etc. 
	

	Access to Services:

· Aged need increased access to transport, aged care and other facilities (e.g. gym, ramps/elevators/escalators, for those who can not use stairs) and medical assistance.

· Unable to access a variety of services therefore this limits the resources acquired for their everyday needs which may causes conflict within the community.

· Many aged people require a lot of assistance throughout the community, which may leave the community lack in support and assistance/help available to them.
	

	Lack of Power:

· Elderly people may not have the same power as other people within the community as younger people tend to discriminate against older people. 

· Elderly people do not have the same abilities and strength compared to a younger person as they get older as their health deteriorates and they can become weak and frail

· A Lack of awareness on the capabilities of the aged therefore the younger people in the community takes advantage of this situation.
	


Supplementary Material

· Australian Institute of Family Studies
www.aifs.org.au
· Centre for Education and Research on Ageing
www.cera.usyd.edu.au
· Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
www.aihw.gov.au
· Department of Health and Ageing 
www.health.gov.au
· Aged Care Australia
www.agedcareaustralia.gov.au
· Aged and Community Services Australia
www.agedcare.org.au 
· (Fact sheets available on topics of Health, Medicare, Hospitals, Residential care, Housing.) 

· Aged Care Crisis
www.agedcarecrisis.com
· Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
www.abs.gov.au 

· (Follow the Themes link to Ageing, and to Disability ageing and carers.)

· Carers Association Australia
www.carersaustralia.com.au 

· (Resources and some fact sheets on a variety of topics useful to carers, and details of those available through state Carers Associations)

· The Aged Rights Advocacy Service (ARAS)
www.sa.agedrights.asn.au
· Australian Meals on Wheels Association
www.mealsonwheels.org.au
· NSW Meals on Wheels Association
www.nswmealsonwheels.org.au
· Helping Hand Aged Care
www.helpinghand.org.au
· Australian Bureau of Statistics
www.abs.gov.au
· Department of Veteran Affairs
www.dva.gov.au
· Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care
www.dadhc.nsw.gov.au
· NSW Health
www.health.nsw.gov.au
· Department of Family and Community Services
www.facs.gov.au
· St Vincent De Paul Society
www.vinnies.org.au
· The Salvation Army
www.salvos.net
· Insite Aged Cared Industry Newspaper
www.insitenewspaper.com.au
· HSC Online
www.hsc.csu.edu.au/cafs/
Take Home Activities

1. Complete the remainder of activity 7 – Ways of Resolving Conflict between the community and the Aged.

2. Locate 3 articles in the media about the aged, for each article complete the following:

· Identify the group being reported on

· Outline the issue being covered
· Discuss the affect the issue has on the groups wellbeing
3. Use the following table to create an overview of the Aged for your detailed investigation

	In-depth Study of the Aged

	Legal Definition (as defined by the government or government body)


	

	Social Definition (as defined by society’s perceptions and attitudes)


	

	Characteristics: (being able to identify statistics, demographics and features of the group)


	e.g. Retired/semi-retired

	Specific needs: (identify the highest priority needs and justify why their importance to the groups well being)


	e.g. Health as the elderly tend to age they experience many health issues that affect their life physically and mentally. Illnesses that occur to the aged are diabetes, cancer, cholesterol, poor eyesight 

	Access to Resources: (explain how various factors may affect their access to resources and propose strategies to improve access)


	e.g.  Disability- as individuals get older they suffer from health and mobility issues and may be considered to have a disability

	Government policies: (have example and understanding of how they met the needs)


	e.g.  Aged pension, aged care, superannuation

	Community responsibility: 

(Explain how the community should support the group)
	e.g. Providing adequate aged care facilities

	Rights of the group: (identify the rights specific to the group)


	e.g. To be treated with dignity and respect

	Society’s attitude towards the aged: (be able to discuss (positive and negative) how society perceive the age in terms of opinions, attitudes and actions)


	e.g. Positive International Year of Older Persons is an opportunity to improve the media portrayal of the aged
Negative Harassment and discrimination within the workplace, streets and public places

	Issues of concern for the group: (What problems do the Aged face in terms of equity, health and wellbeing)


	e.g. Violence against the group



	Conflict that may occur between the group and the community: (Have examples of the types of conflict and strategies to resolve the conflict)


	e.g. The aged are a burden on society



	Power within the group and the community: (Explain the individuals and groups that provide power or a voice for the Aged)


	e.g. Australian Government Department of health and ageing- provides services and facilities to assist home and Community Care for the aged

	Positive contributions: ( Be able to identify positive contributions made by the aged to the community)


	e.g. senior citizens week, know that it happens every year and give examples of what activities it might offer

	Community Services (Be able to identify three community services provided that assist the aged in meeting their needs. You should also be able to give examples of how they assist in meeting the needs of the aged)


	e.g.  National Senior’s Foundation is a registered charity that seeks to improve the quality of life for Australians as they age by teaching independence, dignity and purpose

	Exam hint: Be prepared to expand on each of these points and be able to relate them to each other or to those of another group.

	Exam hint: Make sure you can provide specific examples for the points. For example a support network for the Aged could be the Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care.


sense of identity; employment; health; self-esteem; financial support;�education; security and safety; housing; access to services
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